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REPORT. 



The Committee to whom was referred the petition of H. E. 
Rockwell, principal and proprietor of the Winsted High 
School, for a grant of money to enable him to offer gratuitous 
instruction, as in a Normal School, to common school teachers; 
of the board of trustees of Manchester Academy, offering 
room and apparatus for a Normal School in that place ; of the 
citizens of Meriden for the same object ; of sundry teachers 
of common schools for a Teachers' Seminary ; of the trus- 
tees of Woodstock Academy, asking for the location of the 
Seminary in their town ; of residents of the town of East 
Haddam for a similar object ; of the school society of South- 
ington, offering sundry inducements for the location of a 
Teachers' School in that place ; of the trustees of Centre 
Academy in Manchester, offering similar inducements for the 
same action ; of citizens of Berlin, showing the advantage of 
such location in their town, and of sundry other persons to 
the same effect, as well as the report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools and so much of the Message of his Excel* 
lency the Governor as relates to education : — ^respectfully 
Report, 

That they have given to the subjects thus brought before 
them the consideration which their importance required. 
They find that, with very few honorable exceptions, two- 
thirds of the entire instruction given in the public schools of 
the State is in the English language alone ; that is, in the 
means only of receiving and conveying knowledge ; that the 
remaining one-third is divided between arithmetic, which is 
also but a means of acquiring and conveying knowledge, and 
geography, about . the only subject taught in our schools, 



beyoad the mere meaDS, above spoken of, of acquiring and 
commumcating information. Thus almost the entire income 
of the school fund and the entire intellect of our children, for 
perhaps twelve of the best years of life, are spent in ac- 
quiring the use of words. 

In this, our youth employ the greater part of their time, and 
when they have acquired this knowledge in an imperfect 
manner and at a far later period than they should have done, 
the State closes the door of the school house on them, or the 
necessities of life call them away from any farther acqui- 
sitions. 

Of mind and matter, in alt their relations to tbem and to 
each other, they have, in most cases, been taught nothing ; 
of the best modes of improving or using their own faculties, 
of tbeir duties, of the nature and best modes of treating that 
mind and matter, with which or on which they are to labor 
for honor, usefulness or even subsistence, they are taught 
nothing. 

They are to be citizens under a free government which 
aims to discard force and to rely on reason and intelligence, 
yet are not instructed in the peculiar duties, rights and respon- 
sibilities of such a relation. They are accountable for their 
conduct, and yet have no instruction in the great principles or 
practical rules of morals. 

They are to be legislators, and yet are left, without any 
knowledge of past experiments in law and government- 
making, to renew, in wild schemes for moral and social organ- 
ization and reformation, the follies that have been tried and 
failed centuries since. 

But your committee cannot go into detail. Every man 
f/B that our schools are in a bad condition; that the vast 
rovements in books and apparatus, which reduce what 
formerly the work of years to the labor of months, are 
used even to convey the very limited instruction now 
n. Not only is little taught in most schools, but that little 
■ taught, as to make the child wish to learn no more, 
he question is, can any thing be done ? Your committee 



think that, as a reliance for raising the character of common 
schools, the school fund is out of the question. The very 
proposition to meddle with it would defeat any measure with 
which such proposition might be connected. 

The State must appropriate other funds for this purpose, or 
our schools will remain where they are. In the way of such 
appropriation, however, there seems to have been several diffi- 
culties. Their operation may be seen in the history of the 
last few years. Some years since an attempt was ma'de to do 
something for the improvement of common schools. A board 
was appointed with a Secretary, whose services were to be 
paid. 

These measures were attended with some good results, but 
were unfortunately in advance of public sentiment. They 
were made the theme of political denunciation. The entire sys- 
tem of measures was abolished, and the State was left in a more 
unpromising situation than before. No one would propose any 
measures, for no one could hope for success. The only rem- 
edy was to wait a change of pu blic feeling. D uring the session 
of the General Assembly in 1845, upon the proposition of 
one of the representatives from Hartford, the Governor was 
authorized to appoint a committee to meet during the recess, to 
procure returns from school districts, to examine the condi- 
tion of common school education in the State, and to make 
such recommendations as they should judge best. The com- 
mittee met and fixed upon a prudent course of action, the 
great feature of which should be, never to take any measure 
so much in advance of public sentiment as to endanger its 
success. * In their opinion the great requisite for successful 
action on this subject was caution. 

At the last session of the Legislature an attempt was made 
to set action on this subject entirely beyond party construction, 
and thus to save it from another great source of hindrance. 
Two measures were recommended for this purpose. The 
one an endorsement, in the main, by the Legislature of the 
plan proposed, and a recommendation of it to the favorable 
aotipn of the next General Assembly ; the other a reii^reoee of 



the same plan to the school visitors, from whom replies were 
asked upon the features of the plan laid before them. Some 
of these features received very general approval from these 
school visitors, others an almost unanimous disapproval. 

For the establishment of schools where teaching as. an art 
shall be taught, the returns were more favorable than for some 
other of the proposed measures. From these replies your 
Committee have been led to suppose, that the time has come 
for the iState to do something for the establishment of such 
seminaries. They do not believe that any such outlay can be 
made as they trust the people will by and by call for, and 
they believe that the same cautious course should still be 
followed. It is better even that the people should feel 
that this General Assembly has done too little, than that any 
considerable part of them siiould think we had done too much. 

The relief from the former is always at hand, while any 
measure which should again awaken the economical preju- 
dices of our people, would throw the whole matter back for 
years. Between these two extremes, with the necessity of 
present action on the one side, and of great caution on the 
other, they have endeavored to pursue the course dictated by 
sound policy ; a course which gives immediately, before the 
commencement of the fall schools, all the benefits of normal 
instruction to the entire body of common school teachers, at 
a far less expense than would be required by the permanent 
establishment of fixed schools for teachers. In connection 
with this temporary plan, your Committee recommend meas- 
ures to be taken for the establishing of normal schools of a 
permanent character. 

These schools will require a large outlay. The question of 
location will be one of great difficulty, as is evident already 
from the many petitions of towns, academies and individuals, 
asking in some shape or other for such location. 

The source from which money shall be drawn for the sup- 
port of these schools, the internal policy, the range of study, 
the qualifications of those who are to be admitted, the return, 
if any, which they must make the State ; all these are subjects 



of difficulty and give rise to questions which must be fairly 
settled on grounds which recommend themselves to all, and 
preclude all that jealousy which might be fatal to the system. 
Your committee do not see how any aid could now be given 
to one of the petitioners, and not to all ; or how the location 
could be justly fixed any where, without previous notice and 
careful examination. Other States, more hasty than ourselves, 
have been obliged to retrace their steps and remodel their 
schools. A similar result here, would be unfortunate. 

We ought to have the full advantage of the experiments of 
others, and we can have it only by looking carefully to what 
they have done when we form our own plan. 

Your committee therefore recommend the passing of the 
following resolutions. 

Per order, 

EPHM. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 



General Assembly, > 

' May Session, 1847. > 
ft 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Common Schools be, 

and hereby is, directed to employ four or more suitable per- 
sons to hold, at two or mord convenient places in each county, 
between the 15th day of September and the 31st day of 
October, 1847, two or more schools of teachers, for the pur- 
pose of instruction in the best modes of governing and 
teaching our common schools ; and that the compensation of 
the persons so employed shall not exceed three dollars per 
day, in full for services and expenses, for the time occupied in 
teaching and travelling to and from the several places where 
the schools may be held, — which compensation shall be paid 
from the civil list funds of the State ; and the accounts of said 
teachers for services shall be taxed and audited by the Super- 
intendent of Common Schools and presented to the Comp- 
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trotter, who 3hall draw an order for die saniedb the Treas- 
lyrQr gf the State. 

. Res&lved^ That a: committee of one fi^tn a county be ap 
pointed by ^18 Eixcellency the Governor^ to make doe exam-* 
ination, and to report to the next Legislature a definite plan 
fpr the $upport, location and internal arrangement of one or 
more schools {or teachers, provided the expenses shall iriot 
exceed two hundred dollars. 

Resolvedi That those, and those only, shall be entitled to 
iQstmction in said, schools foi^ teachers, who shall declare 
tl^eir indention to teach in some public school of the State tbe 
ensuing year. • t 

Resolved^ That the Superintendent be, and hereby is di- 
rected to convey seasonable and sufficient information to 
every school society, of the times and places of holding the 
schools for teachers. 

Resolved, That the above rep5rt and resolutions be printed 

and distributed to the different school visitors and district 
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committees. 
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